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809 March 24, 1918 

Slate Board of Health— Organization— Meetings— Compensation and Traveling 
Expenses. (Chap. 1267, Act Apr. 24, 1915.) 

Section 1. Section 4 of chapter 115 of the general laws, entitled "Of the State board 
of health," is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 4. The board shall meet in the city of Providence once in three months, and 
as much oftener as they may deem necessary. The members of the board, except 
the secretary, shall receive as compensation for their services the sum of $10, respec- 
tively, for attendance at each meeting, or for conducting an examination, but no 
compensation shall be given for meetings oftener than once a month. The traveling 
expenses of any member, while engaged in the duties of the board, shall be paid by 
the State. And the sum of $1,100, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby 
annually appropriated for the purposes of this section, and the State auditor is hereby 
authorized and directed to draw his orders upon the general treasurer for the payment 
to the members of the State board of health for attendance at meetings or the con- 
ducting of examinations in accordance with the provisions of this section, upon 
certification to him by the president of the State board of health. 

Sec. 2. Section 5 of chapter 115 of the General Laws, entitled "Of the State board 
of health," as amended by chapter 1056 of the Public Laws, passed at the January 
session, A. D. 1914, is hereby further amended so as to read as follows - 

Sec. 5. The board shall organize by the election of a president, vice president, 
and secretary, and the various duties and powers, prescribed by law for the president 
shall in the event of his absence or inability be performed and exercised by the vice 
president. The president shall be ex officio chairman of the board. The secretary 
shall bo a well-qualified physician and he shall be ex officio State registrar. 

Sec. -3. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all acts and parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed, and the sum of 11,100, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary be and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of carrying the provisions of 
this act into effect, during the fiscal year ending December 31, A. T). 1915; and the 
State auditor is hereby directed to draw his orders upon the general treasurer for the 
payment of said sum or so much thereof as may from time to time bo required, in 
accordance with the provisions of section 1 of this act. 

State Board of Health— Rules Governing— Duties of Officers— Laboratory. (Reg. 

Bd. of H., May, 1915.) 

The officers of the board shall be elected by ballot at the annual meeting on the 
second Thursday of June in each year, and shall hold office for one year and until 
their successors have been elected and have qualified, but no person shall serve as 
president or vice president for more than two years consecutively. 

DUTIES OP OFFICERS. 

President..— It shall be the duty of the president to preside at all regular and special 
meetings of the board when present. He shall also take executive action in con- 
junction with the secretary in emergencies when it is not possible to convene tho 
board. He shall, except as provided herein or unless otherwise provided for by voto 
of the board , appoint all committees. He shall be exofficio a member of all committees. 

Vine president.— It shall be the duty of the vice president in the absence of tho 
president to act as presiding officer. In the absence of the president, he shall bo 
clothed with all the powers, duties and privileges appertaining to the office of president. 

Secretary. — It shall be the duty of the secretary to keep a record of all the transac- 
tions of the board. He shall have custody of all books, papers, documents, and other 
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property belonging to the board. He shall communicate when necessary with other 
State boards of health and with the local boards of health within the State. He shall 
file and keep all records received from said boards and all correspondence of the office 
appertaining to the business of the board: Provided, however, That all correspondence 
pertaining to routine work of examination in each department shall be referred to 
the head of such department and by him answered. He shall present a report in 
writing at every meeting of the business transacted during the preceding month and 
shall submit a detailed, itemized account of all moneys expended. A copy of this 
report shall be furnished to each member of the board at least 24 hours in advance of 
the time for the regular meeting. He shall render such assistance to the various com- 
mittees of the board as may be required by them. He shall prepare for presentation 
to the board for their approval, not later than February 1 of each year, the annual 
report of the State board of health. 

COMMITTEES. 

At the annual meeting of the board, or as soon thereafter as may be, the following 
standing committees shall be chosen by ballot: (1) Committee on expenditures; (2) 
committee on publications and education; (3) committee on law enforcement. 

There shall be two elective members of the board upon each committee. 

Committee on expenditures. — No financial obligations in excess of the amount appro- 
priated monthly by the board shall be incurred without the consent of this committee. 
It shall prepare in January of each year a financial budget for the ensuing year and 
it shall see and approve all bills before they are presented to the board for approval. 
No expenditures in any department for more than $50 shall be made without the 
consent of the committee on expenditures. 

Committee on publications and education. — It shall be the duty of this Committee to 
report upon the character of all literature to be purchased, issued, or distributed by 
the board ; to authorize the use of the property of the board in health education, and 
to supervise and provide for the publication of the quarterly bulletin. 

Committee on law enforcement. — It shall be the duty of this committee to take cog- 
nizance of all infractions of laws pertaining to the public health and take such steps 
as may be necessary for the prevention and punishment of such violations. 

Reports of all committees shall be presented in writing and copies of such reports 
shall be furnished each member of the board prior to the day of meeting, at which 
action may be taken thereon. This rule may be suspended at any time by unanimous 
consent of the members present. 

Regular meetings of the board shall be held on the second Thursday of each month 
at such hour as the board may designate, and unless otherwise ordered, shall be held 
at the offices of the board. Suitable accommodations shall be provided for the board 
conferences and a meeting place for committees. Special meetings may be called at 
any time by the president and shall be called by him upon the request in writing of 
two members of the board. In the call for special meetings the members of the board 
shall be notified of the purposes for which the same has been called, and no business 
shall be transacted other than that stated in said call. Members, except the secre- 
tary, shall receive $10 for attendance at each meeting, or for conducting an examina- 
tion, but no compensation shall be given for meetings oftener than once a month. 
Traveling expenses of the members are allowed. 

OKDER OF BUSINESS. 

The order of business shall be as follows: 

Reading of the minutes of the last regular meeting and all meetings subsequent 
thereto. 
Report of secretary. 
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Report of pathologist. 

Report of chemist. 

Reports of standing committees. 

Reports of special committees. 

Unfinished business. 

New business. 

General discussion. 

Adjournment. 

Quorum. — Four members shall constitute a quorum. 

LABORATORY. 

The laboratory shall be known as the laboratory of the State board of health, wherein 
shall be made sanitary analyses, pathological, bacteriological, and chemical examina- 
tions and studies in hygiene and preventive medicine to aid in the enforcement of the 
health laws. There shall be two divisions of the laboratory, namely, the division of 
pathology and the division of chemistry. 

All work done in the laboratory shall be exclusively and entirely for the public 
benefit and no fees shall be charged for such work. This shall not be construed so as 
to prevent the pathologist and chemist from doing such private consulting work as 
from time to time the board may permit. 

Laboratory, directors. — The pathologist shall be the director of all pathological, bac- 
teriological, and serological examinations of the laboratory. He may, subject to the 
approval of the board, employ such assistants other than provided by law as he may 
deem necessary. 

The chemist and sanitary engineer shall conduct that department of the laboratory 
at present devoted to the examination of water supply and sewerage disposal and such 
other analytical work as may from time to time be required, subject to the approval 
of the board. He may employ, with the approval of the board, such assistants as ho 
may deem necessary. 

The pathologist and chemist shall report at every regular meeting of the board, and 
said reports shall be filed with the Tecords of the meeting at which they were pre- 
sented. The pathologist and the chemist shall present annually to the board, at its 
December meeting, an estimate of the expenditures of the departments for the ensuing 
year. 

TEE LIBRARY. 

All books and manuscripts now in the possession of the board shall be catalogued 
and be in the charge of the chief clerk. It shall be the duty of the chief clerk to report 
at the annual meeting of the board the condition of the library. 

These rules may be altered or amended at any regular meeting of the board by a 
two-thirds vote and providing notice of said change has been given at a previous reg- 
ular meeting. 

Common Drinking Caps and Common Towels — State Board of Health Authorized 
to Prohibit the Use of, in Public Places. (Chap. 1238, Act Apr. 23, 1915.) 

Section 1 . Chapter 115 of the General Laws, entitled ' ' Of the State board of health, ' ' 
is hereby amended by adding thereto the following section: 

"Sec. 15. In order to prevent the spread of communicable diseases, the State board 
of health is hereby authorized to prohibit in such public places, vehicles or buildings 
as it may designate the use of a common drinking cup and a common towel and the 
board may establish rules and regulations for this purpose. 

"Whoever violates the provisions of this section, or any rule or regulation of the 
State board of health made under authority hereof, shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and be liable to a fine not exceeding $25 for each offense. " 



